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The current tax code is a drag on the
economy. It discourages saving and in-
vestment, and it requires individuals
and businesses to spend billions of dol-
lars and millions of hours each year to
comply with the complicated system. I
will lead a bipartisan effort to reform
our tax code to make it simpler, fairer,
and more pro-growth.

We are working to make health care
more affordable and accessible for
American families. The Medicare mod-
ernization bill I signed gives seniors
more choices and helps them get the
benefits of modern medicine and pre-
scription drug coverage. We have cre-
ated health savings accounts, which
give workers and families more control
over their health care decisions. We
will open or expand more community
health centers for those in need. To
help control health costs and make
health care more accessible, we must
let small businesses pool risks across
states so they can get the same dis-
counts for health insurance that big
companies get. We will increase the use
of health information technology that
will make health care more efficient,
cut down on mistakes, and control
costs.

Our litigation system encourages
junk lawsuits and harms our economy,
and the system must be reformed. I
support medical liability reform to
control the cost of health care, keep
good medical professionals from being
driven out of practice, and ensure that
patient care—not avoidance of law-
suits—is the central concern in all
medical decisions. I support class ac-
tion reform to eliminate the waste, in-
efficiency, and unfairness of the class-
action system. And I support reforms
to the asbestos litigation system in
order to protect victims with asbestos
related injuries and prevent frivolous
lawsuits that harm our economy and
cost jobs.

I will continue to push for energy
legislation to help keep our economy
strong. We must modernize our elec-
tricity system to make it more reli-
able. To make our energy supply more
secure, we must explore for more en-
ergy in environmentally friendly ways
in our own country, develop alter-
native sources of energy, and encour-
age conservation.

I will work to further simplify and
streamline federal regulations that
hinder growth and encumber our job
creators. Our economy needs to allow
entrepreneurs to spend more time
doing business and less time with their
lawyers and accountants.

I believe that Americans benefit from
open markets and free and fair trade,
and I am working to open up markets
around the world and make sure that
the playing field is level for our work-
ers, farmers, manufacturers, and other
job creators. In the past four years, we
concluded free-trade agreements with
Singapore, Chile, Australia, Morocco,
Bahrain, Jordan, and six countries in
Central America and the Caribbean.
My Administration will continue to
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work to expand trade on a multilat-
eral, regional, and bilateral basis, and
to enforce our trade laws to help en-
sure a level playing field.

I have a plan to prepare our young
people for the jobs of the 21st century.
We have brought greater account-
ability to our public schools and are
working to improve our high schools.
We have made Pell grants available to
one million more students, and we will
work to make college more affordable
by increasing the size of Pell grants for
low-income students. We are reforming
our workforce training programs to
help Americans obtain the skills need-
ed for the jobs that our economy is cre-
ating.

I have an ambitious agenda for the
next four years. During my first term,
working with the Congress, I put poli-
cies in place to ensure a rapid recovery
and to support strong growth. In my
second term, together we will cut the
budget deficit in half, fix Social Secu-
rity, reform the tax code, reduce the
burden of junk lawsuits, ensure a reli-
able and affordable energy supply, con-
tinue to promote free and fair trade,
help make health care affordable and
accessible for American families, and
expand the quality and availability of
educational opportunities. These poli-
cies will produce an economic environ-
ment that continues to unleash the
creativity and energy of the American
people.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2005.
———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to take my Special Order
at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

———
TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL F. KERGIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CAMP) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to the distinguished
service of Ambassador Michael Kergin,
a man who has done much to advance
the combined interests of Canada and
the United States of America.

Mr. Kergin has spent the better part
of the last 4 decades in public service.
His experience has served him not only
well at home but also here. He has
served the American people very well.

When our Nation was attacked by
terrorists on September 11, 2001, I knew
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we had a friend in Michael Kergin and
in Canada. Standing shoulder to shoul-
der, our two countries moved forward
to battle against those who sought to
disrupt the free and democratic world.

Having served as chairman of the
former Select Committee on Homeland
Security, Subcommittee on Infrastruc-
ture and Border Security, I have al-
ways been especially thankful that
Ambassador Kergin was a constant
source of goodwill and great insight as
we secured our shared border while pro-
tecting our economies and the hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs dependent on
North American trade.

Together, we were able to secure a
new working agreement, implement
new tactics, utilize advanced tech-
nology and biometrics, and integrate
border teams, all in order to strength-
en border security without straining
our friendship. The delicacy of such
strategic initiatives and the relative
ease with which they were accom-
plished is a testament to the skills Am-
bassador Kergin has always employed
to ensure our historic friendship with
our northern border remains sound.

As I am sure his services will be
missed in Canada, on a personal note,
they will also be missed in America.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———
PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON AGRI-

CULTURE, 109TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to submit for printing in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, pursuant to Rule XI, clause
2(a) of the Rules of the House, a copy of the
Rules of the Committee on Agriculture, which
were adopted at the organizational meeting of
the Committee on this date, February 16,
2005.

Appendix A of the Committee Rules will in-
clude excerpts from the Rules of the House
relevent to the operation of the Committee.
Appendix B will include relevant excerpts from
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974. In the
interests of minimizing printing costs, Appen-
dices A and B are omitted from this
submisson.

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,

109TH CONGRESS
RULE L.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Applicability of House Rules.—(1) The

Rules of the House of Representatives shall
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